IV. 


Curious Amufements for the INGE NIOUS, 


“Namb. 9, 


Perform d by aSOCI ETY of G ENTLEM E N. 


From friday April 3th. to April 16th. 1718. 


GENTLEMEN, 


$ not the Ceremony of 
Churching of Wiumen af- 
ter Child-bearing uf-d as 
a Signification of their 
being purified, according 
to tie Ancient Rite in 
the Levitical Law? And 
if it uw fo, are not we ta 
ejfteem aW man unholy, 
and thereby fhut out or [ee 
| guefired fiom the Church 
during the Time of her bing in | 

A. It is cerrain in the firft Place that our Church 
inf:toted this Rite for no {uch Parpofe, and none but 


her bitter Enemies put any fuch Interpretation upon 
it, theon'y Reafon of the Jnftirution 1s, thar Wo- 
men acter their Deliverance from fo great Pain and 


Sorrow may give a publick Teftimony of their thank- 
ful Minds ro God. In the mean Time they are by 
no means forbid Entrance into the Church ; though 
“tis true the r abftaining from publick Affemblies,*and 
feparation rem the Church during that Interval, is 
judged mot convenient for the fame Reafon that 
they were actually obliged to it inthe Levitical Law ; 
Quod piofe%o non tam propter muliebrem 1mmunditiem 
(lays Leo Conft. 17.) quam ob alias caufas in intima 


legis ratione reconditas, ct veters prohibitum effe lege et 


gratie tempus traditionis loco fufcepi{Je puto, £x/timo 
fiquidem facram Legem id prejcripijfe, quo provervam 
eorum qué ranter viverent concupifcentiam cafl.- 


quemsdnodum et alia multa per alia pracepta 
ordinantur et prefcrituntur, quo indomitus quorundam ing 


mulieres flimulus retundatur. Quin et bec providentie 
que legem conflitui' voluntas eft, ut partus a deprava- 


tione liberi jint. Quia enim quicquid natura fup:rvae 


caneum eft, idem curruptivum eft et inutsle, quod hic 
fanguis fuperfi.us fit, que. illi cbnoxie effent in immun- 
ditie, adiad cemporis usivere ila lex jubet, quo ipfo etsam 
nominis fono lafcivi concupifcentia ad tempsratiam redi- 
getur, ne ex inutils et corrupta materia ip/um animans 
coagmente:ur. ‘This whole Paffage we have given un- 
tranflated, for which our Learned Readers will readi- 
ly find our the Reafcn. 

Q. Gentlemen, 1 having often had a Contreverfy in 
Company concerning Man; defire your Judgment whee 
ther ticve le any fuch Thing as a Dead Man, 

A, Though this Word, a Dead Men, is uled in 
vulgar W:icourfe, and it may appear an Affectation 
of too mach Nicety to ule any other Pirafe, yer 
we find no a Man than Sccrates blaming the Im- 
propriesy of ip. Crite asked bim immediately before 

is drinking the poifoned Cup how ke woud be 
buried. Sverates gently fmiled at the Impropriety of 


“the Expr? on, after which he to!d him, that he had 


in vain endeavoured by his former Difcourfe to con- 
vince hitn of the Immercalicy of the Soul, fince he 
ftill perfited in the Error of confounding the Soul 
with the Body, and on that View asking him, bow 


ke wou'd be buried. We added, that fuch an Expreiti- 
On 1s not only a Paule in the way of fpeaking, bur 


ic alfo dangeroufly wounds the Soul. The Trurts 


is, the neceffary conftituent Parts of Man being Scul 
and Body, when one of thofe Parts is removed, he 
can no longer be properly called Man. 

Q. Genilemen, Wether do y.u think England er 
Peru the happier Countiy, the firft fuppiyirg sfelf wit 
Mowey ly Trade and Works of Art, the cther 
Suppl by Mines, growing in it athe Gift of Nature 2 

A, This Queftion may be folved by relling the 
following S:ory. Two Merchants dep:tred from 
Spain in Queft of Riches, touched upona Pat of 
Barbary, where the orie bought Afeors to dig and 
delve, the other a Flock of Sheep. Having thus faded 
their Veffels they both arrived at the Indies, where 
the firft found Mines to employ his Slaves in. and 
the other Pafture-Ground for his Sheep. The Slaves. 


grown cold and hungry called for Food ahd Cloaths, - 


which the Mafter of the Sheep by continual En- 
creale of his Flock had in great Plenty ; fo that what 
the one got in Gold with Toil, Charges and Hazard 
both of Life and Wealth, he was glad to exchahge 
with the other, for the continual tupp!y of Cloaths, 
Victua's and other Neceflaries for hinvlelf and Ser 
vants. Atlaft the Mines being exhaufted, and alf 
the Money got out of them exchanged for Neceffa- 
ries; the Shepherd returns triumphanely with 
Riches, his Companion bringing nothing along wih | 
him but the Story of his Travels, : 

Gue!lp im High Durch fignifying a Wlelp, and 
the prefent Eleétor of Honover being defcended from the 
famous Family of the Guelps ; I defire to be informed 
how bis A.ceftors came by that cporobrious Nume. 

A. The Original of that Name was this. fermin- 
trudis the Wife of Guephus Earl of Altorf, having ac- 
culed a poor Woman of Adultery, and caufed to be 
prievoufly punithed for having twelve Children ata 
Birth, was afterwards her felf delivered of the fame 
Number, and all of them Sons. Her Husband being 
abfent at the Time of her Delivery, the commandéd 
the Nurfe to kill eleven of them, out of a Fear, it is 


-prefumed, of the fame Difgrace and Punifhment .as 


had been infli¢ted upon the ocher Woman by her In- 
{tigation As the Nurle was going to perform this | 
wicked Command fhe was met by the Earl, who 


asked her whar fhe had in her Apron, who made 


Anfwer Gue/ps, i.e. Whelps, He detired to {ee them, | 
which fhe retafing, provoked bim 10 infpect her A- 
pron by Force, and there found eleven ¢f his own 
Sons, all beautiful Infants, and of promifing Counte - 
nances. Upon this the Earl examined into her Dee 
fign, and commanded her to be fecret : So he put the 
Children out to Nurfe. After fix Years were expired, 
the Earl invited to an Entertainment bis own and his © 
Ladies Relations, and crdering ali tre Children to be 
dreffed alike, he prefented them to their Mother, who | 
immediately {ufpected by the Number of them how 
the Mauer had paffed, and confefled her Offence, 
which he as readily pardoned, and took care of their 

Education, 
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Education, from thenceforth calling them by tie 
Name of Guelps, in Allufion to the Whelps or Young 
Puppies, which the Nurfe aid fhe had Lap. 

Q. Apollo, I bave a Kafe to lay before your Godthip, 
and in fome parts of muft confeff, a litele fulfome, 
which made me debate with my felf for fome time, whe- 
ther I might with good Manners lay st before your Divi- 
nity: But on fecond Thoughts I conceiv'd, that a Got 
ws not capable of taking Offence, fur then by Confquence 
he muft be capable of fuffering, which woud refiect on 
bis Perfettion ; puting greas Confidence in thw Notion, 
prefume to lay it before your Sirins, and Be- 
ing lately fluftred with Wine at a Tavern, the Fumes 
it pcrfuaded me to believe a beaftly Cook. Wench to be. 
an Angel, and the Devil giving. me a private Opportunte 
ty (a Curfe on his grinning for it ) furioufly 
addref}'d Ler for immediate Enj.yincent ; but the fubeil Gip- 
fy perceiving me not to be within my own Power, woud 
not yield, without I firft made folemn Vows of Marrsage. 
The next Day fhe came to me and claimd a Performance 
of my Vows 5 but being then in my right Senfes, fhe ap- 
pear'd fuch a ftinking Giply, frowzey Creature to me, that 


without any Reply, I fell a vomiting us if I floou'd bring 


my Heart up, and fhe finding me uncapable of holding 
Difcourfe with her, lefe me for that time, Now, tio 
I am apt to belicve my Oath may engage me thy I was 
drunk, becaufe it was my own Fault I was (0. But me- 
thinks ths may be a Loophole for me to c rep out at, Viz. 
If I marry ber, [had certainly be guitly of 8. lf-Murder ; 
for fle % fuch an abominable ftinking Carrion, tia’ after a 
few Sights of her, I fall certainly break my Heart String:, 
by overtraining my felf in vomiting, Now, tf I makea 
Vow, the Pe formance of which must neceffary be my own 
Deft ufion certainly the Crime lay in she making, not 
in the breaking of st. Pray fpeedily comfort with an Anfwer, 
| Miferable Strephon. 
A. All the Comfort we can give S:rep!on is, that 
he may have his Miftrefs (with whom we wiih bim 
Joy) fo cleans'd, as co take away great part of her 
_ Offenfivenefs, and the reft, Cuftom will innure him 
to bear, at leaft fo far asto put bim out of Danger 
of Self-Murder, and fo his objection falls to the 


Ground, Buc what Reafon can Strephon otter in Re- 


lation to her, that after he had debauchd her, by the 
moft prevailing Temptation, viz. a Promile of Mar- 
riage, that he fhou’d not make her juft Reparation 
which can only be by performing his Vow ; can the 


pleafing his own nice Pallate, be any Satisfaction | 


to her! Nay, fhoud you (uffer all you imagine, 
it can be but a juft Punifhment, for thofe Crimes were 
the Occafion thereof. | 


Q. pray fay, 
(For't. feoms fomething firange) 
That fince in the Srate, 
There bas been fuch a Change, 
Such Pamphlets are fuffer'd, 
Which daily refle&, 
And which too fo eafily, 
They might detcé, 
They vindicate boldly, 
Thofs Knaveries which, 
By ruining fome, 
Did others invrich ; 
And tho they were prev’ d 
The Plagues of ehe Times, 
They flourifh their Merits, 
And Gild oer their Crimes: 
Pray why do they fuffer, 
Thefe Vermin to bite ; 
And with al affurance, 
As if in the right. 


A, Avas, thole poor Wretches, 
Who fcridbles for Breac. 
_ May grin and make Faces, 
But carry no Dread : 
The State all their Snarling:, 
Behold wirh Difdain, 
And thinks to ceftroy ‘em, 
No Credit wou'd 
To take any notice, 
Wou'd bar caife the!r Pride, 
And {fo rather chovcte, 
Their attemprs to deride ; 
Nay, fhou’d they chaftife them, 
The World mighr’ believe, 
Some Senfe there wight be, 
In the Reaions they give. 
Thus tho’ at the Moon, 
Poor Mengrel Curs bark, 
She fhines meer the lefs, 
Whue they in the Dark? 
While State/men Proceed, 
With al! Juftice and Honour, 
And th’ Queex by ber Virtue, 
Draws Bleffings upon Her ; 
As they need no affiltance, — | 
Their Caufe to defend, 
So they {corn their attemprs, 
Who attack ‘ein pretend. 


I'm Young and have feen, 
Years but Sev'nreen, 
—And've been educated with Care; 
And fome too will, fay, — 
(Tho their Fudgments may fircy ) 

1 am mot a Fool or unfair. 
My Fortune's not fmal, 
Ten Thoufand in al, 

And that at my preper Command : 
Befides I'm an Heir, 
T a Fortune more Fair, 

And that in good Houfes and Land. 
Young Strephon's Efate, 
Is truly as Great, 

And's Paffion be daily confeffes - 

~ He's tco of good Senfe, 

Tee I'm in fubence, 
Woether I flall receive his Addreffes. 
Pray teach me fome Art, 

For the knowing hu Heart, 
If Me, or my Fortune be. courts; 
| And Vil truly follow, 
Th’ Advice of APOLLO, 


Li batever bu Godship exhorts. 


he will agree, 


One Article be, 
Your Eftate be ail giv’n to th’ Pour; 
Since-he has enough 
For both, fuch a Proof 
~ Will fuffice, nor you need ask no more? 


The Title, Preface and Index to the Third Volaens: 
will be publifhed the latter End of this Week. Sold 


by F. Mayo, againft Water-Lane, Fleet-fBreet where 


you may have the Firft Volume in8vo. at és. the 2d. 
and 3d. in Folio, Gilt Edges and Letter’d on the 


Back, at 125. each. 


Note, All Letters with all Queftions, in all Arts and 
Sciences, whether Serious, Comical, or Humorous, 
both in Profe and Poetry, will be anfwered in their 
own Stiles and Manner; and great Care wil! be taken 
to anfwer all fuch as are worthy of the fame, as 
foon as fent, by directing them for the Britifh Apollo, 
to be left at Mayo’s over againft Water-Lane, Fleet. 
Street. S. Clak, Bookfeller in Burchin. Lane near the 
Royal-Exchange,and T. Harbin at the Ro/e, over againtt 
the s-Head-Inn near Char ing-Crof?. 


LONDON: Printed and Sold by Mayo, at the Printing -Pr 


efs againft Water-Lane,Fleet-Street. 


(Where all Letters with Queftions are taken in.) And J+ Morphew, near Statsontp?s- Hall, 
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